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Femeninas  "a continuation" of Latin American Songbook, a 
2016 Simon trio album. 
"The idea behind that album was to take songs from various 
parts of Latin America, arrange them for piano trio and give them 
a jazz treatment," my goals are the same: bring this music into a 
new light, a new perspective, to an American audience, and 
when I say American, I mean all the Americas. 
 
TRACKS 

1. Feminina (Female) 5:03 

Joyce Moreno (Brazil) Brazilian Portuguese 

2. Décimas (Tenths) 5:06 

Elizabeth Morris (Chile) Spanish Folk Spanish 

3. La Flor De La Canela (The Cinnamon Flower) 3:48 

Chabuca Granda (Perú) Afro-Peruvian Spanish classic 

4. Gracias a la vida (Thanks To Life) 6:39 

Violeta Para (Chile) Folk Spanish classic 

5. Palabras (Words) 6:47 

Marta Valdés (Cuba) Bolero Feeling  Spanish 

6. Dunas (Dunes) 5:32 

Rosa Passos (Brazil) lyrics by Fernando de Oliveira (Brazil) 

Bossa Nova Portuguese 
7. Mujer Remolino (Whirlwind Woman) 7:56 

Edward Simon (Venezuela) Chacarera  dedicated to Maria 

Sabina famous Mexican chamana (female shaman) Spanish 

spoken words from her healing sessions 
8. Naked Sky 6:40 

Edward Simon (Venezuela) fast bolero, lyrics by Magos 

Herrera, (Mexico) English 

9. Tierra Movida (Moved Earth) 4:28 

Georgina Hassan (Argentina) Folk Spanish 
10. Buleria 7:04 

(a palo or genre within flamenco, Spain) 

Edward Simon (Venezuela) blurs the lines between the 

Spanish and American Elements Instrumental 

11. Hacia donde (Where To) 4:41 

Marta Valdés (Cuba) Ballad Spanish 

• Latino Soy, a three-movement piece comprising “Naked Sky,” 
“Mujer Remolino,” and “Buleria,” was commissioned by 
Chamber Music America’s New Jazz Works program funded 
through the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation with 
additional support from  The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. 

MUSICIANS 
Edward Simon: piano & keyboards / Magos Herrera: vocals 
Reuben Rogers: bass/ Adam Cruz: drums / Luis Quintero: 
percussions / Romero Lubambo: guitar (tracks 1 & 6) 
 
GUEST ARTISTS 
Magos Herrera, vocals all tracks 
Luis Quintero, percussion, tracks 1-10 
Romero Lubambo, guitar on “Feminina” and “Dunas” 
 
All compositions by Edward Simon published by Punta Cardón 
Music (BMI) Naked Sky published by Punta Cardón Music and 
Sony/ATV (BMI) 

Recorded at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music, Studio 
G, San Francisco, California on March 5th and 6th, 2022 / 
Recording, Mixing and editing: Jeff Cressman Assistant 
engineer: Cory Todd / Mastering: Christoph Stickel 
Album design: Alejo & Iván Calzadilla / Photography: Goren 
Sarriegui-Simon 

 

The Edward Simon Trio (w/ Adam Cruz, drums and Reuben 
Rogers, bass) and special guest artists, award- winning 
Mexican vocalist Magos Herrera and percussionist Luis 
Quintero, present a program celebrating the legacy of Latin 
American women songwriters such as Violeta Parra (Chile), 
Marta Valdes (Cuba), Chabuca Granda (Peru), Elizabeth 
Morris (Argentina) and Joyce (Brazil) with a distinct jazz 
interpretation. Also included in the program will be 
Simon’s Chamber Music America commissioned multi- 
movement work, Latino Soy, which premiered at The 
Bowes Center in San Francisco, California in March 2022. 
The tour will be enhanced by the release of a new CD in the 
fall of 2022 on Ridgeway Records. 

Edward Simon, a native of Venezuela, has made a name 
for himself over decades in America as a jazz improviser, 
composer-arranger and band leader, with his profile 
heightening in recent years as he has explored the 
commonalities jazz can have with the folkloric sounds of 
Latin America. Based in the San Francisco Bay Area, as a 
member of the all-star SFJAZZ Collective, he has been a 
Guggenheim Fellow along with being awarded multiple 
composition grants as part of the Chamber Music 
America’s New Jazz Works initiative. Simon, a Yamaha 
artist, has recorded 16 albums as a leader or co-leader; his 
latest is Solo Live, released via Ridgeway Records in 
October 2021. This follows Simon’s 2020 album 25 Years 
and his 2016 album Latin American Songbook, with the 
four-and-a-half-star DownBeat review praising its “grand 
and sophisticated” sound. Latin American Songbook also 
won Simon an NAACP Image Award for Outstanding Jazz 
Album. 

http://www.edwardsimon.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ermdrMPy38


The Edward Simon Trio hails as one of today’s top jazz 
piano trios, performing what has been referred to as 
“expansive and sophisticated jazz.” (Matt Collar, 
AllMusic review.) The trio has been playing together for 
fifteen years and has performed at some of the top 
venues and festivals including Jazz Standard, the Village 
Vanguard, Casa del Jazz, and SFJAZZ. The trio members 
are some of the most highly regarded musicians on the 
current jazz scene. 

The three musicians making up the Edward Simon Trio 
share numerous affinities including a profound 
understanding of form, and the various multi-cultural 
currents that inform jazz today. After several years of 
touring in the U.S., Europe, and Japan, the trio members 
have formed a strong bond that can be heard in their 
performances. 

Simon’s current focus for this exceptional trio is playing 
his compositions and arrangements of Latin American 
standards. The 2016 recording for Sunnyside Records, 
titled Latin American Songbook, brims with lyricism, 
color, and groove, giving instrumental voice to songs 
originally made famous by such singers as Caetano 
Veloso and Mercedes Sosa. 

 

Magos Herrera was born in Mexico City and is currently 
based out of New York City, Herrera is a dazzling jazz 
singer songwriter, producer, and educator. Declared as 
“One of the greatest contemporary interpreters of song” 
by The Latin Jazz Network Magos is one of the most 
active vocalists in the contemporary Latin American jazz 
scene, she is best known for her eloquent vocal 
improvisation and her singular bold style, which 
embraces elements of contemporary jazz with Ibero-
American melodies and rhythms. Singing in Spanish, 
English, and Portuguese, Herrera”s style elegantly blends 
and surpasses language boundaries. Throughout her 
career, Magos has garnered important awards and 
recognitions, including a Grammy short- list nomination 
in the Best Jazz Vocal Album category for her album 
Distancia (2009), and she is the only female artist to 
have received the Berklee College of Music’s Master of 
Latin Music Award. Magos is well known for 
championing women’s causes and as a promoter of 
gender equality, She served as spokesperson for UN 
Women, and has contributing to UNITE to end violence 
against women and He For She. Additionally, Herrera 
serves as an artistic advisor of the “National Sawdust”, 
one of Brooklyn’s most innovative venues, and as a 
frequent collaborator for radio and TV, Magos produces 
and hosts a weekly radio program from New York for 
Mexico’s Public Radio. 

Percussionist Luis Ernesto Quintero Vegas was born in 
Caracas, Venezuela. (He goes by Luis Quintero.) 
Quintero was a child music prodigy and hails from a 
lineage of distinguished musicians and singers. He has 
participated in over 700 musical productions spanning a 
variety of music genres and has over 60 Grammy or Latin 
Grammy Awards to his credit. His most recent Grammys 
were in 2019 with Chick Corea & The Spanish Heart Band 
for the Best Latin Jazz Album and in 2018 with Spanish 
Harlem Orchestra for the Best Tropical Latin Album. 

 

Edward Simon This recording is made possible with the 
support of Jazz Road, a national initiative of South Arts, 
which is funded by the Doris Duke Charitable Foundation 
with additional support from The Andrew W. Mellon 
Foundation. 

 

Mujer Remolino, Naked Sky, and Buleria, collectively 
called Latino Soy, has been made possible with support 
from Chamber Music America’s New Jazz Works 
program funded through the generosity of the Doris 
Duke Charitable Foundation. 

 

Album Notes 
I’d like to express my sincere gratitude to all of the 
musicians for their wonderful playing and specially to 
Magos for putting so much of herself into this project, 
Femeninas could not be what it is without your beautiful 
voice, amazing talent and breadth of knowledge. I’d also 
like to thank Bonnie Barret and the entire team at 
Yamaha Artist Services for their support. Special thanks 
go to all ArtistShare project participants for helping me 
realize this project. 
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