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MARK’S TOP 3 TRACK PICKS: 
2. Pepperoni Grande con 

Queso Mas  (Latin) 
5. Basso Bossa  
4. After You’ve Gone 

 

1. It Was Time 5:06 (late night, some Latin) 
Mark Ortwein, arr. Frank Glover 

Mark Ortwein – Bass Clarinet, Tenor Saxophone    Olas 
Ortwein – Fretless Bass    Frank Glover – Piano, String 
Patches    Francis Wyatt – Drums 

2. Pepperoni Grande con Queso Mas 7:07 (lively Latin) 
Mark Ortwein 

Mark Ortwein – Electrified Bassoon, Baritone Saxophone  
  Olas Ortwein – Bass    Pavel Polanco-Safadit – Piano, 
Congas, Cow Bell    Matt McGraw – Drums 

3. I Can't Make you Love Me 5:50 (slow ballad/groove-

swing… “The Voice” winner) 

Mike Reid & Allen Shamblin, arr. Mark Ortwein & Paul 
Langford 

Mark Ortwein – Flute, Clarinet, Bass Clarinet, Bassoon, Alto 
Saxophone    Josh Kaufman – Vocals    Paul Langford – 
Piano    Peter Hansen – Bass    Craig Hetrick – Drums 

4. After You've Gone 6:20 (nostalgic laid back) 
Turner Layton & Henry Creamer 

Mark Ortwein – Tenor Saxophone    Kenny Rampton – 
Trumpet    John Fell – Guitar    Olas Ortwein – Bass    
Carrington Clinton – Drums 

5. Basso Bossa 8:53 (lively Bossa) 
Peter Hansen 

Mark Ortwein – Alto Saxophone    John Fell – Guitar    
Peter Hansen – Bass    Craig Hetrick – Drums 

6. No More Butterflies 6:28 (ballad w/fast minor blues solo) 

Mark Ortwein 
Mark Ortwein – Baritone Saxophone, Flute    John Fell – 
Guitar    Olas Ortwein – Bass    Carrington Clinton – Drums 

7. Lonnie’s Lament 6:10 (funky) 
John Coltrane 

Mark Ortwein – Electrified Bassoon, Tenor Saxophone    
John Fell – Guitar    Olas Ortwein – Bass    Carrington 
Clinton – Drums 

8. Lunar Love 6:40 (trippy ballad) 
Mark Ortwein 

Mark Ortwein – Alto Saxophone    John Fell – Guitar    
Gary Walters – Piano    Peter Hansen – Bass    Craig 
Hetrick – Drums    Jon Crabiel – Percussion 

9. I Might Be Happy 4:27 (fast swing) 
John Fell 

Mark Ortwein – Tenor Saxophone, Bassoon    John Fell – 
Guitar    Olas Ortwein – Bass    Carrington Clinton – Drums 

10. Schizoid 9:58 (NOLA/cool) 
Mark Ortwein 

Mark Ortwein – Soprano Saxophone, Bassoon, Clarinet    
John Fell – Guitar    Craig Hetrick – Drums 

11. Bigfoot 5:56 (funk/rock) 
Olas Ortwein 

Mark Ortwein – Electrified Bassoon, Tenor & Baritone 
Saxophones    Kenny Rampton – Trumpet    Olas Ortwein 
– Guitars, Bass, Keyboards    Johnny Concannon – Drums 

 

PRODUCTION 
Recorded at Roundtable Studios, Indianapolis (Jackson Ward – 

engineer) and various other locations. 
Mixed and Mastered by Jeremy Radway 
 

ABOUT THE PROJECT 
I've been thinking about doing my own set of albums for 

years, but I'm always very busy playing full time in an orchestra, 
teaching at a university, doing lots of recording for other 
people and playing live concerts and shows.  During the pan-
demic I finally planned two albums and recorded them within 
the last year - one jazz and the other classically based music. 

The title track "It Was Time" has a double meaning and is 
dedicated to my Mom who passed away a couple years ago.  I 
wrote the melody when she passed away and it was definitely 
her "Time" to go. Also it was way over time for me to do my 
own album projects. One of my favorite jazz artists in Indiana 
is the amazing jazz clarinetist Frank Glover. I have done 
several recording projects with him over the years and I 
always love his harmonic sense in his playing and 
compositions, so I asked him to take my melody and do the 
arrangement for the album.  On the cut Frank is playing keys, 
my son, Olas Ortwein, is on Fretless Bass and former Joe 
Henderson drummer, Francis Wyatt, is on drums. 

I wrote "Pepperoni Grande con Queso Mas" a number of 
years ago when I was in the US Air Force Band and have 
arranged it for different configurations over the years.  I play 
Latin gigs with the Dominican pianist Pavel and knew this tune 
would really come to life recording it with him.  Pavel is 
playing piano and laid down the Congas and Cow Bell tracks. 
I'm playing Electrified Bassoon and Bari Sax on this one with 
Olas Ortwein on Bass and the drummer in Pavel's band, Matt 
McGraw laying down the rhythm. 

I've always loved the tune "I Can't Make You Love Me" 
(most famously recorded by Bonnie Raitt) and one of my 
friends, Josh Kaufman, sang it on NBC's The Voice and 
happened to win that season. I arranged a woodwind opening 
and then worked with Paul Langford to arrange the song with 
Paul on piano and me playing Alto Sax. 

I've been playing the old song "After You've Gone" on 
duo gigs with guitarist John Fell for a few years and decided to 
do an updated version for the album.  I added one of my best 
friends to this one on trumpet - Kenny Rampton plays in the 
Lincoln Center Jazz Orchestra with Wynton Marsalis and he is 
also the trumpet player for the TV show Sesame Street. 

"Basso Bossa" was written by bassist Peter Hansen and is 
a very lively bossa with plenty of solo space for Alto, Guitar 
and Drums. 



I wrote "No More Butterflies" after coming back from a 
tour in Poland where I visited Auschwitz.  It is a Baritone Sax 
feature with a flute countermelody.  

Coltrane's "Lonnie's Lament" I have been doing on jazz 
gigs for a few years in a funk style and for the recording chose 
to play the melody and solo on Bassoon with Tenor Sax being 
the countermelody.  

"Lunar Love" I wrote for my lovely new wife, Carrie.  It is 
a sexy, evocative piece that really gives the soloists a lot of 
freedom during the solo sections. 

I asked Guitarist John Fell to write a tune for the album 
and he brought in the challenging "I Might Be Happy" to 
record.  I chose to trade solos with myself on Tenor Sax and 
Bassoon and John plays a great Guitar solo. 

I wrote "Schizoid" at the piano waiting for a university 
saxophone student who hadn't been showing up for lessons 
and wasn't quite "right". The opening part has a New Orleans 
feel (where I lived for a couple years) and the solo section 
goes into a cool jazz "Take Five" vibe. 

During the pandemic Kenny Rampton saw some videos of 
music my son had written and performed all the parts. Kenny 
was so impressed he said Olas should write some music that 
he and I could record with him. Olas wrote "Bigfoot" and had 
me record an Electric Bassoon solo with Tenor and Bari Sax 
parts, and Kenny plays a great trumpet plunger solo! Bigfoot 
is a funk tune that goes pretty "heavy" at the end, so I asked 
one of Indianapolis' best metal-ish drummers, Johnny 
Concannon, to record the drums to close out the album with a 
bang! 
 
MARK ORTWEIN 
Professional Bassoonist & Professor 

Over the last 30 years, Mark Ortwein has performed in many 
different musical projects including professional recordings, 
musical theater, chamber ensembles, jazz and R&B groups, as 
well as many orchestral performances, including being a member 
of the saxophone section for the Cincinnati Pops under Erich 
Kunzel. He has performed all over the world in many different 
venues, ranging from Carnegie Hall to the Grand Ole Opry and 
MTV. Mark is currently the Assistant Principal Bassoonist and 
Contrabassoonist of the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra. 

Born in Harlowton, Montana, he grew up in Las Vegas, 
where his parents and two brothers still currently live. He 
attended Loyola University in New Orleans majoring in bassoon 
and jazz saxophone. After transferring to Boston University, he 
received a Bachelor of Music degree in Bassoon Performance, 
graduating Magna Cum Laude. While in Boston, he won the Alan 
Mark Roberts Performance Competition, and was the top 
woodwind finalist for the Boston Pops Concerto Competition on 
bassoon. 

After freelancing in New York for a year, Mark played for one 
season with the Las Vegas Symphony Orchestra and then joined 
the United States Air Force Band at March Air Force Base in 
California as a saxophone soloist and woodwind doubler. Four 
years later, he moved to the Air Force Academy where he was 
the principal bassoonist with the United States Air Force Band of 
the Rockies for four years. After that, he moved to Cincinnati to 
study bassoon at the Cincinnati Conservatory of Music and 
complete his Master’s degree. 

Mark is a Yamaha Performing Artist on saxophones and 
bassoon, and is also a D’Addario Woodwinds artist. 

 

 
 

A versatile performer, Mark plays all the saxophones, 
clarinets, flutes, and bassoons. Mark has studied bassoon with 
William Winstead at CCM, Matt Ruggiero at Boston University, 
Crawford Best at Loyola University. Mark studied saxophone with 
Paul McGinley, Garvin Bushell, Craig Yancey, and Jeff Barash. He 
studied woodwind doubling with John Reilly. 

In June 2003, Mark was the featured soloist with the 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra under the baton of John 
Williams, playing the second live performance of Williams’s 
“Escapades for Alto Saxophone and Orchestra.” He is an active 
studio musician and records regularly for the Hal Leonard and 
Alfred Publishing Companies, as well as many other projects. He 
teaches bassoon at the University of Indianapolis and is a 
founding member of the Icarus Ensemble (jazz quintet); Icarus’s 
first CD came out the end of 2014: theicarusensemble.com. 

He also recently formed a jazz fusion group, the HetWein 
Futet. 

He currently teaches bassoon at the University of 
Indianapolis, is a founding member of the Icarus Ensemble (jazz 
quintet), and leads his own Jazz group, the Ortwein JazzTet. He is 
also currently working on a three album series in which he has 
commissioned concertos and solo works for Electrified Bassoon 
and Contrabassoon for two of the albums. The third album will 
be a mix of Jazz, Latin and R&B consisting mostly of originals 
written by Ortwein. 

 
Mark Ortwein 
Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra 
Ortwein Woodwinds, Owner 
Yamaha Saxophone & Bassoon Artist 
D'Addario Artist 
University of Indianapolis, Professor of Bassoon 

 
 
 

www.ortweinwoodwinds.com 
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