new release -

FILE UNDER: JAZZ RELEASE DATE: January 9, 2026 111195269 1139714 Wil ==

Dave Stryker

Artist: Dave Stryker
Title: Blue Fire - The Van Gelder Session

B ljm” ("8““'"“' S Label: Strikezone Records 8828
u = Artist’s Website: www.davestryker.com

o

Fire &

Release Date: January 9, 2026
UPC Code: 195269397142

Track listing, track times:

1 VAN GELDER'’S PLACE (6:11)
2 BLUE FIRE (6:13)

3 THE FOOL ON THE HILL (5:26)
4 DEXTERITY (7:32)

5 WAITING FOR RUBY (7:03)

- 6 BACK AND FORTH (5:40)
DA ; E 7 THE FOLKS WHO LIVE ON THE HILL (7:04)
- 8 EVERY DARK ST. (4:50)
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On Blue Fire guitarist Dave Stryker, who cut his teeth working with Jack McDuff and Stanley Turrentine before branching out on
his own, brings his longtime trio of Jared Gold on organ and McClenty Hunter on drums into the historic Rudy Van Gelder record-
ing studio for the first time. The band's communication, interplay, and groove is evident on four new Stryker originals (including
the burning title cut “Blue Fire”), as well as hip new takes on Lennon/McCartney’s “The Fool on the Hill” and Charlie Parker’s “Dex-
terity.” A beautiful reading of the Jerome Kern ballad “The Folks Who Live on the Hill” leads into the cooking 3/4 closer “Summer
Night.” You can hear that this recording had special meaning for the trio as Stryker says:

“This recording was a longtime dream for me. | had always wanted to record at Rudy Van Gelder’s studio but never got the chance
when he was alive. Thankfully, Rudy’s assistant Maureen Sickler and her husband Don have taken over the operation to keep it
preserved. When you walk into this amazing space, the history, not to mention the incredibly warm sound of the huge room, are
palpable. Given the story of Van Gelder’'s—all the Blue Note and CTI records and of course Coltrane’s A Love Supreme—it
would’ve been easy to be overwhelmed. However, with my 20-year working trio of Jared Gold (playing the original Jimmy
Smith/Larry Young Hammond organ) and McClenty Hunter on drums, we were inspired and captured some of the magic. We can
now add Blue Fire to the long list of albums recorded at this legendary temple of jazz.”
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